
 

 

               
                

For Immediate Release          Oct. 7, 2016 

Contact: Sally Shutt, Cumberland County Public Information Officer 

Telephone: 910-437-1921 or 910-309-6993, sshutt@co.cumberland.nc.us 

 
Contact: Kevin Arata, City of Fayetteville Corporate Communications Director 

Phone: (910) 433-1978 or 540-207-3264, karata@ci.fay.nc.us  
 

City and County Declare States of Emergency 
 

FAYETTEVILLE, N.C. – Cumberland County and the City of Fayetteville declared states of emergency 

effective at 11 a.m. today for Hurricane Matthew. County Board of Commissioners Chairman Marshall 

Faircloth and Mayor Nat Robertson signed the attached emergency declarations for the jurisdictions.  

 

Due to last week’s heavy rain and flooding, Fayetteville and Cumberland County are particularly vulnerable to 

flash flooding and significant river flooding. While high winds and heavy rainfall are not expected to affect the 

area until Saturday, Cumberland County will activate shelters at 6 p.m. today in order to give residents time to 

prepare to evacuate ahead of the storm and flooding.  

 

The National Weather Service is predicting strong maximum wind gusts up to 50 mph on Saturday and into the 

evening. The area can expect 5 to 10 inches of rain in flash flood watch areas and Cumberland County is under 

a Flash Flood Watch. 

 

Details on shelter openings and locations will be announced this afternoon. Residents in low-lying, flood-prone 

areas are strongly encouraged to evacuate ahead of the storm.  

 

“We encourage our citizens to take this storm seriously and to prepare for flooding, downed trees and power 

outages,” Faircloth said.  

 

The County held a conference call this morning with all municipalities to update and coordinate on emergency 

plans.  
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DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY  
 

WHEREAS, County of Cumberland is experiencing a Hurricane Event (Matthew); and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result of the above-described emergency, I have determined that there 

is an imminent threat of, or existing conditions have caused or will cause, widespread or severe 

damage, injury, or loss of life or property, and public safety authorities will be unable to 

maintain public order or afford adequate protection for lives or property; and 

 

WHEREAS, declaring a State of Emergency and imposing the restrictions and 

prohibitions ordered herein is necessary to maintain order and protect public health, safety, and 

welfare, and to secure property. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me, Marshall Faircloth, 

Chairman of the Board of Commissioners, of Cumberland County, under Article 1A of Chapter 

166A of the North Carolina General Statutes and Article 36-A, Chapter 5, sec. 5-9 of the 

Cumberland County Code of Ordinances: 

 

Section 1. A State of Emergency is hereby declared within the County of Cumberland as 

more particularly described in Section 2. 

 

Section 2.  The emergency area covered by this state of emergency shall be (check box):  

 

X     All areas within the jurisdiction of Cumberland County 

 

Section 3. The following restrictions and prohibitions are imposed (check all that apply):  

 

Evacuation: Voluntary low-lying and flood prone areas.                                               

 Curfew:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Restricted Access:_______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Business Operations:_____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Alcohol:________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 Dangerous Weapons & Gasoline: Except for lawfully possessed firearms (handgun, 

rifle, or shotgun) and ammunition, ___________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

X 

X 
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 Other:__________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 No restrictions or prohibitions are imposed at this time. 
 

Section 4. I hereby order all Cumberland County law enforcement officers and 

employees and all other emergency management personnel subject to our control to cooperate in 

the enforcement and implementation of the provisions of this Declaration, all applicable local 

ordinances, state and federal laws, and the Cumberland County Emergency Operations Plan. 

 

Section 5. I hereby order this declaration: (a) to be distributed to the news media and 

other organizations calculated to bring its contents to the attention of the general public; (b) to be 

filed with Clerk to the County Of Cumberland and (c) to be distributed to others as necessary to 

ensure proper implementation of this declaration. 

 

Section 6. This declaration shall take effect on October  7,  2016 at   11:00 AM  and shall 

remain in effect until modified or rescinded. 

 

DECLARED this the 7
th

 day of October at 11 a.m. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________     
 Marshall Faircloth, Chairman of Board of Commissioners 

 








