
 LATENT PRINT EXAMINER 
 
DEFINITION OF WORK 
 
The primary purpose of the latent print examiner is to examine, evaluate and compare 
developed crime scene finger, palm and sole prints against known impressions either on hard 
copy impression cards or by searching through an automated identification system.   
 
EXAMPLES OF WORK 
 
Examines, evaluates, compares and forms expert opinions on developed crime scene finger, 
palm and sole prints of friction ridge skin for identification purposes; compares identifiable 
minute latent print evidence, using sophisticated manual optical comparators and magnifiers, 
against known impressions on hard copy impression cards following the analysis, comparison, 
evaluation and verification (ACE-V) methodology  of friction ridge skin comparison and 
identification; and ensures optimum quality of developed latent print evidence  by determining 
the necessary characteristics  prior to entering and searching identifiable  latent prints through 
automated identification systems such as the North Carolina state automated fingerprint system 
(SAFIS), the Federal Bureau of Identification’s integrated automated fingerprint system (IAFIS) 
and the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Office stand alone AFIX Tracker automated fingerprint 
identification system.  Employee writes detailed reports on the examination and evaluation in 
the identification process involving friction ridge skin comparisons and identifications and 
provides written copies to detectives; works with other sections within the department as well as 
with other federal, state and local law enforcement  agencies on an as needed basis; and 
develops, recovers and preserves latent prints from various sources using techniques with 
powders, chemicals, alternate light sources, etc. appropriate to the situation. Work includes 
maintaining security of evidence by lifting, photographing, digital image capturing, etc. of latent 
prints and other forensic evidence; testifying in courtroom proceedings in federal and state trials 
as an expert witness, using terminology to clearly explain friction ridge skin identification and 
scientific methods to the average juror; instructing deputies in preserving crime scene evidence 
and in proper methods of taking inked fingerprints; and preparing evidence for court 
presentation by constructing courtroom exhibits using computer software designed to facilitate a 
jury's understanding of the identification process.  Work may include other related duties as 
assigned. 
 
EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS 
 
Education and Experience:   
 
Associate’s Degree in Criminal Justice, Criminalistics, Forensic Science, or a related field and 
three years of experience performing technical latent print comparisons and identifications 
under the guidance of a latent print examiner trained to competency; or a four year degree from 
an accredited college in Criminal Justice, Criminalistics, Forensic Science, or a related field and 
one year of experience performing technical latent print comparisons and identifications under 
the guidance of a latent print examiner trained to competency; or an equivalent combination of 
education and experience. 
 
Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities: 
 
Working knowledge of the: methods, procedures and policies of Cumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office as such pertains to the performance of the essential duties of Latent Print Examiner; 
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laws, ordinances, standards, and regulations pertaining to the essential duties and 
responsibilities of the position; organization of the Sheriff’s Office, and of other County, State 
and Federal departments and agencies; occupational hazards and adheres to any safety 
precautions inherent in performing the essential functions of the work; fingerprint science 
principles, latent print examination, identification and interpretation methods and equipment; 
AFIS operations, fingerprint processing and record keeping, and court testimony procedures; 
and pertinent Federal, State and local laws, codes and regulations relating to physical evidence.  
Ability to: Collect and preserve criminal evidence, examine latent fingerprints and interpret 
results; communicate clearly and concisely (in both verbal and written form); testifying as an 
expert witness on evidence and techniques in trials and hearings; and establish and maintain 
cooperative and effective working relationships with city officials, governmental agencies, 
coworkers, and the public.  
 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Supplemental classes or training in friction ridge skin identification, latent print development and 
preservation as well as a general knowledge of the software associated with automated 
fingerprint identification systems (AFIX Tracker,  ULW  for IAFIS and Morphotrak version 9.9) 
are preferred.  Certification by the International Association for Identification as a Latent Print 
Examiner at or within two years of employment is desirable. North Carolina Operator’s License 
required.  Must have and maintain a valid North Carolina driver’s license with an acceptable 
driving record.  Background check with local law enforcement agency required.  Condition of 
Employment: Each applicant who is tendered an offer for employment for any position with 
Cumberland County shall be tested for the use of drugs specified in the county policy.  Refusal 
to submit to testing or a confirmed positive test shall be basis for withdrawal of the conditional 
employment offer.   
 
ADA REQUIREMENTS 
 
Working conditions are usually in a laboratory or office setting, but may include courtrooms and 
crime scenes.  Occasional exposure to hazardous chemicals, latent print powders and cleaners, 
and inclement weather; moving over uneven terrain, bending, stooping, crawling or climbing to 
collect evidence as instructed at crime scenes. 
 
PHYSICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Tasks involve the ability to exert physical effort which involves some combination of climbing 
and balancing, stooping, kneeling, sitting, crouching and lifting or carrying, pushing or pulling 
heavy objects. 
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