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CUMBERLAND COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE DETENTION CENTER INMATE TESTED POSITIVE 
FOR COVID-19 

 
On May 11, 2020, Cumberland County Sheriff Ennis Wright reported that 1 inmate at the Cumberland County 
Jail tested positive for COVID-19.  The inmate reported feeling unwell on the evening of Wednesday, May, 6, 
2020, and was immediately put into medical isolation.  The inmate was tested at the Detention Center by the jail 
healthcare provider, Southern Health Partners and the results came back positive today.  The inmate is currently 
being quarantined and treated on site at the health care facility within the jail.  Because of medical privacy laws, 
the identity of the inmate will not be released. 

The Sheriff’s Office is working with the Cumberland County Health Department to perform “contact tracing” 
and to identify employees, inmates, and members of the public who may have had close contact with the 
diagnosed inmate, so they can take precautions, including quarantine and testing those with symptoms. The 
Cumberland County Health Department and the Sheriff’s Office will continue to consult NC DHHS 
(Department of Health and Human Services) and follow their recommendations for testing detainees and 
employees. “Through contact tracing, we identify individuals within close contact as defined by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention,” said Dr. Jennifer Green, Cumberland County Health Director, who explained 
that “individuals determined to be at risk are tested.” 

Additional testing and quarantining at home and away from the facility as well as inside the facility 
quarantining and testing of any confined persons who are at risk after having close contact with the inmate will 
occur, and the Detention Center is continuing its intense cleaning and application of disinfectant throughout the 
facility.   

Visitation has been suspended at the Cumberland County Detention Center since the first public health orders 
related to the coronavirus were issued by Governor Roy Cooper. All inmates have been instructed to 
immediately notify staff if they feel unwell, wash their hands regularly and attempt to maintain social distance. 
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