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PREFACE 
 

 
The South Central Study Area Land Use Plan is part of a continuing effort by the 
Cumberland County Joint Planning Board to develop detailed land use plans for the 
entire County and all the jurisdictions that are part of the Joint Planning Board.  South 
Central is the eleventh area in this effort.  These detailed plans supplement the 
Cumberland County 2030 Growth Vision Plan, adopted in April 2009.  While the 
policies and actions in the 2030 Plan are still valid and provide a framework for the 
future, detailed land use plans address and updates the Cumberland County 2030 
Growth Strategy Map. Additionally, the detailed plans serve, along with the Land Use 
Policies Plan, as a tool to help the Planning Board and the various governing bodies 
make planning and zoning decisions.  It should be noted that this Plan may be changed, 
modified, or altered if the basis for some or all of the land use decisions made within this 
document changes in the future. Factors that may precipitate this change include; but are 
not limited to, the extension of public or community water and sewer, road improvements 
or changes, the construction of a school or public facility, changes in the economic climate, 
land use policy changes, or the location of major employment in or near the area. 
 
This report is intended to provide a snapshot of the existing community conditions and 
social characteristics; isolate natural conditions and constraints; engage the residents and 
stakeholders to developing a shared vision; and provide a framework to guide future 
development for the Study Area officially defined as South Central Cumberland County.  
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INTRODUCTION  
 

 
The South Central Study Area is located in the south central portion of the County.  It 
consists of over 44,714 acres containing a population of approximately 16,422 persons. 
The Fayetteville Regional Airport property and the Crown Coliseum Complex, which are 
within the City Limits of Fayetteville, are not part of this Study.  While these entities are 
not part of the Study Area, their influence on the surrounding properties requires the Plan 
to address them.  It is not the purpose of this Plan to attempt to provide detailed plans 
for these facilities, but to show how their impact could enhance and influence the area 
surrounding them. 
 
The South Central Study Area can be defined as the Fayetteville City Limits to the north, 
Business 95/ U.S. Hwy. 301 South to the west, Robeson and Bladen Counties to the south, 
and the Cape Fear River to the east.  The Study Area includes all of Census Tracts 15, 
30.01 and 30.02 and portions of Census Tracts 2 and 5.  The southern portion of the 
Area is primarily rural in nature while the central and northern portions are more urban.  
The Area also includes a portion of the Cumberland County Industrial Center, the Wal-
Mart Distribution Center, the DuPont Plant tract, and large farming operations.   
 
There are some unique natural features considered rare for the coastal plain region.  
These features include the steep bluffs and terraces along the Cape Fear River, Rockfish 
and Willis Creeks, mountain vegetation, and the Carolina Bays. 
 
There has also been significant growth within the Study Area.  Population growth has 
increased approximately 95% between 1990 and 2010.  It is projected that the 
population will increase approximately 32% by 2030.  Housing in the Area between 
1990 and 2010 grew by 103% and based on past growth it can be assumed that 700 
new homes could be constructed by 2020. 
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PROCESS  
 
The process used to develop the Plan consists of four distinct phases which include:  
 

1.  compiling data and analyzing existing conditions, 
2.  citizen involvement, 
3.  Plan development  
4.  Plan adoption. 

 
The initial phase of the process began with the Planning Staff collecting and analyzing 
data about the Study Area. This data included, but was not limited to, natural features, 
infrastructure, built features, existing plans, political issues, demographics, and economics.  
 
The second phase in the process involved public participation.  There were public 
participation opportunities for all residents before and after the draft Plan was 
completed.  This phase was initiated with a Vision Session with the area residents. The 
residentsõ responses, along with a questionnaire and vision response form were recorded 
and compiled.  In addition, at the Vision Session residents were to ask to volunteer to 
serve on the South Central Citizens Planning Committee.  This Committeeõs responsibility 
was to develop the Plan with Planning Staff facilitation.  

The third phase in the process consisted of developing a draft Plan.  Over the course of 
several months, the South Central Citizenõs Planning Committee met and developed goals 
and objectives for various land use types, a proposed land use plan map, and other 
recommendations necessary to achieve the communityõs vision.  After the Committee 
completed the draft Plan, the Plan was presented to the residents for their comments and 
review, as well as to gather feedback.  After the second residentsõ meeting, the 
Committee met and finalized the Recommended South Central Land Use Plan.  

The fourth phase in the process is plan adoption.  The Plan will be presented to the 
Cumberland County Joint Planning Board at a public hearing for consideration.  The 
Planning Board recommendation will be forwarded to the Cumberland County Board of 
Commissioners for adoption.  
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Public involvement was the cornerstone for creating a vision for the Study Area and 
occurred throughout the planning process.  In the beginning, over 7,000 letters were sent 
to property owners in the Study Area to inform them of the study and inviting them to the 

Vision Session meeting.  These 
letters were supplemented by 
public notices in print publications 
and by using Cumberland Countyõs 
Emergency Managementõs Code 
Red System, a subscription based 
notification system in which 3,401 
phone calls, 435 texts, and 661 
emails were sent out. 
 
A Vision Session was conducted with 
the citizens of the Study Area on 
September 24, 2013 at Grayõs 
Creek Middle School.  A brief 
summary of the Study Area existing 
data gathered by the Planning 

Staff was presented.  Over 200 persons attended the meeting.  
  
These attendees were asked three questions:   
1. What would you like the Area to look like in the future?  
2. What are the existing assets now that can help you obtain that future?  
3. What are the current liabilities in the Area now that hinders that future?  
 
Questionnaires and a vision response form were distributed.  The Staff also created an 
online questionnaire and vision 
response form through Survey 
Monkey as an additional option for 
public input.  The residentsõ responses, 
along with the questionnaires and 
vision response forms were recorded 
and compiled.  The purpose of the 
questionnaire and vision form was to 
gather the attendeeõs opinions on 
issues and concerns in the Area. The 
final action at the Vision Session was 
to ask for volunteers to serve on a 
South Central Citizens Planning 
Committee to develop the Plan. 
The Vision Session, Questionnaire, and Vision Response Form data gathered were 
compiled and summarized.  The following responses are listed as submitted: 
 














































































































































































































































